A DIGITAL ARCHIVE CONCERNING ALCHEMY
IN BYZANTIUM AND IN THE GREEK-SPEAKING COMMUNITIES
OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE
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- Dacalbo

A Digital Archive concerning Alchemy in Byzantium
and in the Greek-speaking communities of the Ottoman Empire

Project coordinated by the Institute of Historical Research, National Hellenic Research Foundation

in collaboration with the Faculty of Primary Education of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens,
the Department of Chemistry of the University of loannina

and the National Bank of Greece Cultural Foundation

Funded by Thales Programme, National Strategic Research Framework, 2012-2015
http://www.hpdst.gr/dacalbo

B THE WEBSITE OF DACALBO http://dacalbo.hpdst.gr/

B THE WEBSITE COMPRISES
The catalogue of the Alchemical manuscripts in Greek Libraries
The digitized manuscripts of the catalogue
The inventory of relevant to Alchemy texts
Digitized manuscripts of the inventory
Metadata of the catalogue
Transcriptions of manuscripts
Digitized bibliography on Greek alchemy
Publications about Greek alchemy resulted from the project.
Programmes and abstracts of the Symposia, Conferences and Workshops organised by the project.

| EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Videos of reconstructions of alchemical experiments and receipts
Videos of Lectures

| DACALBO SYMPOSIA AND CONFERENCES
Dacalbo final Workshop and Symposium “Greek alchemy: From Lata Antiquity to early Modernity”, Athens,
25-27 June 2015.
Symposium “Circulation and Communication of Chemical Knowledge in the Greek-speaking Communities from
Antiquity to the 17th century”, 6th International Conference of the European Society for the History of Science,
Lisbon, 4-6 September 2014.
Symposium “Alchemy: the relationship between working and knowing from Late Antiquity to the seventeenth
century”, 24th International Congress of History of Science, Technology and Medicine, Manchester,
21-28 July 2013.
Symposium “Byzantine and post-Byzantine alchemy: principles, influences and effects”, 5th International Con-
ference of the European Society of History of Science, Athens, 1-3 November 2012.
Session “Alchemy and Medicine in Middle Ages”, 7th Panhellenic Conference on History and Philosophy of
Science and the Didactics of Physical Sciences, Athens 1-3.11.2012.






A PRESENTATION OF DACALBO PROJECT

DACALBO research project aims at constructing a digital
archive of relevant to alchemy texts that are written in
Greek and are kept in Greek Libraries. The time scope
covered expands from the period of Byzantium to that of
the 19th century.

The first outcome is a catalogue of the alchemical texts.
DACALBO aims at the examination of the available
library catalogues and fieldwork in these libraries. The
texts have been digitized, and a selection has been tran-
scribed. Until now the catalogue of alchemical texts in
Greek Libraries contained only three manuscripts de-
scribed by Albert Severyns in 1928. The new catalogue,
however, describes 18 manuscripts, and will be included
in the series “Catalogue des Manuscrits Alchimiques
Grecs” published under the aegis of the Union Académi-
que Internationale.

The second outcome is an inventory of relevant to alche-
my texts. Dacalbo presents about 150 relevant to alche-
my manuscripts in various categories.

In parallel, the secondary bibliography has been collect-
ed and classified, and a data base has been developed
containing metadata such as the sources of the texts

in relation to ancient and medieval alchemy, prosopo-
graphical entries for every identifiable writer, etc.

One result of the project is a series of publications on
Greek alchemy, its relations to other disciplines and to
religion, and the passage from ‘alchemy’ to ‘chymistry’;
the edition of the alchemical text of Stephanus of Alex-
andria has been prepared.

Educational and popularization activities have been
developed, particularly reproductions of alchemical
experiments. For that purpose, alchemical instruments
(e.g. a Trivicus) have been reconstructed following the
information found in manuscripts. These activities have
been presented both to schools and to the wider public
through science exhibitions.

The research is co-ordinated by the History, Philosophy
and Didactics of Science Programme of the Institute for
Historical Research of the National Hellenic Research
Foundation with the collaboration of the Faculty of Pri-
mary Education of the National and Kapodistrian Uni-
versity of Athens, the Department of Chemistry of the
University of loannina and the National Bank of Greece
Cultural Foundation. The project is supported by the
International Academy of the History of Science.






THE TEAM

Project leader (Institute of Historical Research,
National Hellenic Research Foundation)
Efthymios Nicolaidis

Leader of the University of Athens team
Constantine Skordoulis

Leader of the University of loannina team
Efthymios Bokaris

Leader of the National Bank of Greece
Cultural Foundation team
Agamemnon Tselikas

Institute of Historical Research,
National Hellenic Research Foundation team
Eleni Bakou

Hariclia Brecoulaki

Maria Darmou

Gianna Katsiampoura

Taxiarchis Kolias

Vangelis Koutalis

Andromahi Marouda

Gerasimos Merianos

Valia Rapti

University of Athens team
Kostas Exarchakos

University of loannina team
Dimitrios Georgakopoulos
Dimitrios Raios

National Bank of Greece Cultural Foundation team
George Fyrogenis

Kostas Karalis

Christina Katsougri-Kossyva

Katerina Moulia

Eirini Semertziadi

Visiting scholars

Rémi Franckowiak (Université de Lille)

Robert Halleux (CHST, Université de Liege)

Mateo Martelli (Humboldt Universitat zu Berlin)
Jennifer Rampling (University of Princeton)

Alain Touwaide (Smithsonian Institution, Institute for the
Preservation of Medical Traditions)
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