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Recent examination of four votive wooden panels from Pitsa in Corinthia, dated to the
second half of the 6™ century BC, allowed us to evaluate the use of colour and the painting
techniques applied to those early pictorial documents. The tablets depict religious scenes
connected with the cult of the nymphs. Preserved due to the stable microclimatic conditions
inside the cave where they were discovered, they represent the earliest examples of panel
painting to survive in Greece and a unique testimony of Archaic painting. The tablets serving
as support are wooden panels, covered with a preparatory thin white layer of gesso and
painted with a variety of pigments comprising black, white, blue, red, yellow, purple and
brown hues, surprisingly well preserved.

The final publication of the panels is a joint project between the Institute of Historical Research (Hariclia
Brecoulaki) the National Archaeological Museum of Athens (G. Kavvadias), with the collaboration of G. Verri
(The Courtauld Institute of Art, London), B. Bourgeois (C2RMF, Louvre, Paris) and A. G. Karydas (IAEA
Laboratories, Vienna).
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